
LIC case study Nepal 25th April 2015 
Magnitude: 7.9 on the Richter scale 

Causes 
Indian and Eurasian plate colllided. Focus 15km deep; 
Epicentre 50 miles NW of Kathmandu. 

Responses 
Overseas aid (NGO’s) plus  
helicopters for search, rescue 
and remote drops of supplies. 
300,000 people left 
Kathmandu for shelter from 
family and friends. 
Indian border blockade - fuel, 
medicine and construction 
material shortages. 
Roads repaired, Floods 
drained, landslides cleared 

Effects 
9000 dead, 20,000 injured, 8,000,000 affected. 
Buildings and infrastructure destroyed; Communities cut 
off by landslides and avalanches; Flooding as landslides 
block rivers; Power, sanitation and communications cut; 
US$5 billion of damage. 

NEE case study Chile 27th February 2010 (03:35am) 
Magnitude: 8.8 on the Richter scale 

Causes 
Destructive plate boundary. The Nazca plate was 
subducted (pushed under) the South American 
Plate.  
Epicentre: 70 miles away from the city of 
Concepcion  
Focus: 22 miles (35 km) deep 

Responses 
Temporary repairs to 
route 5 allowed aid into 
affected areas. 
Power and water restored 
to 90% of homes within 10 
days. 
A national appeal raised 
money for 30,000 
emergency shelters. 
One month later a 
housing reconstruction 
plan was launched. 
Not much foreign aid was 
needed due to Chile’s 
strong economy. 

Effects 
500 killed, 20,000 injured, 800,000 affected; 
220,000 homes, 4500 schools, 53 ports, 56 
hospitals destroyed; Main port and airport badly 
damaged; power, water and communications cut; 
US$30 billion damage. 
Secondary effects, Tsunami devastated coastal 
towns; 1500km of roads damaged and communities 
cut off;  Area around Santiago chemical plant 
evacuated due to a fire. 

When: 
Magnitude: 8.8 – 5th strongest in recorded 
history (lasted for 3 minutes) 
 
 
Causes - Why did it happen? 
 




