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 THE LINK 

Dear Parents & Carers 
 
Welcome to another edition of The Link. 
 
We are now only 3 weeks away from Easter break, so 
time is at a premium, especially for year 11 pupils who 
now have just 37 school days to go until their GCSE hall 
based exams begin. 
 
On Thursday next week, we look forward to 'World Book 
Day' which is intended to promote reading for pleasure.  
Mr Balmer, Head of English has shared some information 
with you about the day which we hope will see pupils 
engaging in the opportunities around reading, including 
the Church Stretton World Book Day Challenge!  More 
information about World Book Day can be found here. 
 
Later on Thursday we are holding Pathways Evening so 
that year 9 pupils and their parents/carers can find out 
about the courses available to study in Key Stage 4. Mr 
Bird, Assistant Headteacher has shared details of this 
event in a dedicated letter, a copy of this can be found on 
the school website along with a dedicated page about 
the Pathways process that parents/carers and pupils will 
find really useful. 
 
Finally, next week see's the start of year 8 'foundation 
subjects' examinations.  These include all subjects other 
than maths, English and science which will take place   
later in the year.  Good luck to year 8 pupils therefore - 
ongoing revision is the key to success! 
 
Enjoy the weekend 
 
John Parr 
Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 
7th March - Year 9 Pathways Evening, 5-7pm  

7th March - World Book Day 

12th, 13th, 14th March - High School Musical            
Performances 

15th, 16th, 17th March - DofE Silver Practice 

Next week will be  

Week A 

Pupil Absence Procedure 

Please click here for information regarding reporting a 
pupil absence. Thank you. 

Lunch Money/Parent Pay 

Please can we ask parents to check the balance of 
their child’s ParentPay account for school lunches; we 
are having a high number of students coming to the 
Office asking for a phone call home to parents to top 
up their lunch money. There is also a coin/cash         
machine where children can top up their accounts in 
the hall. 

Tutor Time Take-away 
This weeks' focus was on Positive Behaviour and       
mis-behaviour. Please do ask your child about the   
topic and get them to explain to you what was        
discussed. 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/World%20Book%20Day%2007.03.24.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/year-9-pathways
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/year-9-pathways
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/absence-procedure


Year 9 Pathways Information Evening  

7th March 2024 - 5-7pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to invite Year 9 students, parents and carers to the Year 9 Pathways Evening, in school on 
March 7th 5-7pm. Below you will find the other key dates for your diary.  
  
Key Dates 2024:   
  

Thursday 7th March, Pathways Evening, 5-7pm  
Thursday 21st March, Progress Evening, 3:40-6:40pm  
Friday 22nd March, pathways final choice form sent electronically to students.   
Monday 12th April, deadline for submission of options form, 9am.   
From 15th April onwards, best-fit interviews and subject choices confirmed.   

  
The pathways booklet is available on the website here and a hard copy will be available at the Year 9 
Pathways Evening. This details the process we follow and contains lots of useful information. The school 
website here has information about each subject and the links to two websites that offer lots of useful 
career's advice and forward planning activities to help students decide.   
  
Andrew Austin, the school’s careers guidance officer, will be attending both the Pathways and Progress 
Evenings to offer further help and advice as to which subjects will allow your child to progress on to the 
Post 16 courses and training, they wish to pursue. They should ask teachers questions too. This, together 
with the upcoming grade update, and the Progress Evening (Thursday 21st March) should all help them to 
reach a well-considered set of options.   
 
Please do not be daunted by this process, we will guide your son/daughter through each step offering 
advice, guidance, and support as required. Do start conversations at home, talking about subjects and 
what they hope to gain by doing them, this is an important part of the process. Please bear in mind that 
curriculum reforms in recent years mean that previous experiences of some practical based courses may 
be out of date, the emphasis is now more on the theory and application of the knowledge and less so on 
the practical work itself. The options we offer may be subject to change as a result of the number of     
students who opted for each subject, staffing changes or we may choose to offer an alternative level 2 
course for a subject that matches the needs of the cohort. We will of course share any changes with you 
at the earliest opportunity.   

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Pathways%20Booklet%202024v1.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/year-9-pathways


Year 8 Foundation Examinations  

4th to 8th March 2024  

The Foundation Examinations will take place w/b 4th March which allows Year 8 a clear fortnight since they        

returned from the half term holiday before the exams start, this will ensure all students can see each of their      

subject teachers at least once before their exam. A launch assembly for the Foundation Examinations was held 

with Year 8 on the morning of Monday 19th February, during which we explained the importance of revision. The       

exams will allow you and your child to see where their strengths lie in the Foundation subjects and show them 

their areas for development.   

  

The Foundation Examinations are an important indicator of progress made by students and although there will be 

preparation taking place in lessons, the expectation is that this is supplemented and supported with revision at 

home. Our Parent/Carers guide to effective revision can be found on the school website here, and it is full of ways 

that you can help your child to prepare for their exams. We have invested in an online revision tool called Seneca 

Learning; your child has the log in details for this. Please encourage them to use this along with the other             

signposted revision resources on GO 4 Schools for each subject.   

  

During the revision assembly we explained to Year 8 how to plan the use of their time and ensure that they can fit 

in sufficient revision for each subject. There is help, support and guidance on the school website here covering how 

to revise, how to deal with stress and useful links to documents such as the topics covered by the exams, a blank 

revision planner and the exams timetable.  All of these details were shared with Year 8 in an email, which con-

tained links to the key documents they need to get started with their revision.  

 

http://churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Parent-Carer%20guide%20to%20effective%20revision.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/revision


The Revision Revolution  

As we move towards ‘exam season’ we will be sharing a series of articles to inform you of the importance 
of revision and share with you some of the most effective revision strategies that you and your child can 
use as they prepare for their exams. There is a wealth of information about revision, how to manage     

exam stress, and the exam timetables for all Year groups on our website here.  
  

The Science of Learning  
In recent years, there has been lots of research around the science of learning and how we learn and    
retain information.  

In summary, what do we know about memory?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Forgetting is completely natural. Research has shown that over time you forget a majority of what 
you’ve learnt, and it happens immediately.   
Information, if not revisited, is ‘lost’ from our memory.  
Consistent practice and revisiting previous material strengthen memory and boosts learning.  
Our working memory is finite and limited and so overloading this or cramming for revision doesn’t 
work.  
 

Essentially, with memory, it’s use it or lose it!  
 

We know examinations place huge cognitive demands on pupils and require the retrieval of large 
bodies of knowledge from long-term memory.   
But, according to the cognitive psychologist, Dan Willingham, more progress has been made in 
our understanding of cognitive science in the last five years than in the previous two and half 
thousand years.   
 
That means, after lots of research, we now have an evidence-informed understanding of the most 
effective revision strategies. These strategies will strengthen memory and improve retrieval (very 
helpful in exams). 

 

 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/revision


Knowledge Organisers  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

You can find subject/topic knowledge organisers on the Curriculum subject page of the 

school website.  

Use the 20-minute Knowledge Organisers plan:  
• Spend 3 minutes reading and re-reading the section of the knowledge organiser.  
• Spend 2 minutes trying to recall the information in your head or say it out loud. You 

could ask yourself ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions. This is called ‘Elaboration’.  
• Put your KO away and write out the topic and answers relevant to the information – 

spend about 10 minutes on your Qs and & As.  
• Spend the last 5 minutes checking your answers by looking again at the knowledge 

organiser and writing any corrections in a green pen.  

  

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/curriculum-subjects


Barbara Wylie: A Beacon of Inspiration in Women's 
History 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the celebration of Women's History Month, it's vital to honour individuals whose contributions have left an    
indelible mark on the fabric of our understanding. Among these luminaries is Barbara Wylie, whose remarkable 
journey serves as a beacon of inspiration, illuminating paths for future generations to follow. Born in Shrewsbury, 
Wylie's early years were marked by a determination to defy societal expectations and pursue her passion for 
knowledge. 

From an early age, she exhibited a fierce intellect and an unwavering commitment to education. Despite the      
constraints of her time, she embraced learning as a means of empowerment, laying the foundation for a lifetime of 
academic exploration. Throughout her career, Wylie distinguished herself as a trailblazer in the field of women's 
history. 

Her research delved into uncharted territories, unearthing forgotten stories and amplifying the voices of women 
who had long been relegated to the sidelines of history. Through meticulous scholarship and insightful analysis, she 
challenged prevailing narratives, shedding light on the diverse experiences of women. 

One of Wylie's most notable contributions was her groundbreaking research on the suffrage movement. In her 
work, she highlighted the contributions of grassroots activists and women of colour, whose pivotal roles had often 
been overlooked in mainstream accounts. By centring their voices and experiences, Wylie expanded the scope of 
women's history, enriching our understanding of the struggles and triumphs that have shaped our society. 

Beyond academia, Barbara Wylie was a passionate advocate for women's rights. Whether marching on the streets 
or speaking at conferences, she lent her voice to campaigns aimed at combating gender discrimination and         
promoting gender equality. Her advocacy efforts resonated not only within academic circles but also among broad-
er communities, sparking conversations and inspiring action. 

As we celebrate Women's History Month, let us draw inspiration from the life and work of Barbara Wylie, a beacon 
of hope in the ongoing struggle for women's rights. Her legacy serves as a testament to the transformative power 
of perseverance, passion, and intellectual curiosity. In honouring her memory by naming one of our teaching 
groups after her, we reaffirm our commitment to advancing the cause of gender equality and justice for all. 
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