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Term 
1 

What is History? 

• To be able to understand the key concepts of history 
including chronology, using evidence and interpretations 

A Knowledge test 

How did William consolidate his 
power in England? 

• Be able to explain why there was a problem in 1066 

• Explain why William won the Battle of Hastings 

• Explain how William consolidated his power after 1066  

• How and why did Castle design change? 
 

Extended piece of writing 

 
 

Term 
2 

How did church and state 
develop? 

• How and why did Castle design change? 

• Why were people so religious in the Middle Ages? 

• What happened to Thomas Becket? 

• King John and the Magna Carta 

• The Black Death 

• The Peasants Revolt  

Year 7 exam 
 

End of year assessment 
This will include: What is History? The Norman Conquest and Life in the Middle Ages 

Misconceptions will be addressed as part of the end of year assessment review process 

 
Term 
3 

How successful were the Tudors 
in dealing with their problems? 

• The Princes in the Tower 

• Henry VII: was he a gangster? 

• Henry VIII’s Great Matter 

• Religious Changes in the 1530s and 1540s 

• Why was there a crisis in 1553? 

• What was the role of women in Tudor England? 

• Does Mary I deserve the title ‘Bloody Mary’? 

• What problems did Elizabeth face and how did she solve 
them? 

o Religion 
o Mary, Queen of Scots 
o Spain 

o Tudor Propaganda 

Knowledge based test 
Extended Writing 
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Term 1 

How has the types of Crime and 
Punishment changed over time? 
 

• How did the Romans deal with Crime? 

• How effective were trials by ordeal? 

• Why is the story of Robin Hood important? 

• Why did Tudor punishments become so harsh? 

• Why did the gunpowder plot take place? 

• Why was there a ‘witch-craze’ in the 17th century? 

Y7 History exam will take place in this 
period 

Review of work set from March 2020. This will take place within lesson time and students will be 
expected to complete any additional catchup work at home. Students need to ensure that the following 
areas have been covered in preparation for the exam: 

• The Black Death 

• The Peasants Revolt 

• Why did Henry VIII want a divorce? 

• Religious changes to the church 

• Edward VI 

• Does Mary I deserve the title ‘Bloody Mary’? 

• Elizabeth I 
o Religion 
o Marriage 
o Mary, Queen of Scots 
o Spain 
o Propaganda 

Year 7 catch up exam to be completed in 
class before October half term.  

This will cover topics from Year 7 
(including Life in the Middle Ages) and 
work set during the lockdown period.  

How has crime changed, and 
punishment developed, in the 
Modern World? 

• Why did smuggling increase in the 18th century? 

• Why was transportation introduced? 

• Explain how the police force was developed 

• Why was Jack the Ripper never caught? 

• Explain how the case of Derek Bentley led to the end of 
capital punishment 

Crime and Punishment end of unit exam: 
knowledge and extended writing 
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Term 2 

Why did the Slave Trade 
continue for so long? 

• Explain the strengths and weaknesses of the British Empire 

• Describe the Triangular Trade and why the slave trade 
continued for so long 

• Describe conditions on the Middle Passage 

• Describe conditions on a slave plantation 

• Explain why it was so difficult to run away 

Extended writing 

How has the civil rights 
movement affected the world 
today?  

• What was the most important reason for the abolition of 
the slave trade? 

• Explain the significance of the civil rights movement in the 
20th century 

• British Immigration in the 20th century 

• Why is Nelson Mandela a significant figure? 

Y8 exam 

End of year assessment 
This will include topics covered in the Autumn/Spring Term of Y8 (Crime and Punishment and the Slave Trade). You 

will also be asked about work done in the What is History Unit in Y7.  
Misconceptions will be addressed as part of the end of year assessment review process 

Term 3 

What were the causes and 
consequences of the Russia 
Revolution?  

• What was Russia like in 1905? 

• How did Rasputin cause the Russian Revolution? 

• What caused the February Revolution? 

• Why is Vladimir Lenin important? 

• What happened to the Romanovs? 

• Case study: Anastasia 

Extended writing 

Was communism a disaster for 
the Russian people? 

• How did Stalin rule Russia? 

• How did the Cold War start? 

• What caused the Cuban Missile Crisis? 

• Why was the Berlin Wall constructed? 

• Did the Americans fake the Moon landings? 

• How did communism end? 

End of Unit test 
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Term 
1 

The First World War 

• Causes of the First World War: Alliances and Assassination 

• Why were people so keen to join the army in 1914? 

• To be able to describe the layout of the trenches 

Write a narrative account  analysing the 
assassination of Franz Ferdinand in 1914 [8] 

Review of work set from March 2020. This will take place within lesson time and students will be 
expected to complete any additional catchup work at home. Students need to ensure that the 
following areas have been covered in preparation for a review test: 

• How did Britain change between 1750-1900 

• The Agricultural Revolution 

• Living Conditions in the cities 

• Factory conditions 

• What was it like to work in a mine? 

• The workhouse 

• The Luddites 

• The Suffragettes 

Test to review the learning done in Y8 

The First World War 

• Explain the impact of trench conditions upon the soldiers 

• How successfully did the British army deal with medical 
problems? 

• What was the role of the Home front? 
Explain why Germany hated the Treaty of Versailles 

End of unit exam /32 marks 

 
 

Term 
2 History:  

How and why did the Holocaust 
happen? 

• What was the Holocaust and who was involved? 

• Explain how the persecution of the Jews developed 1933-
39 

• Explain why Kristallnacht was a turning point in the 
treatment of the Jews 

• Why were the Jews forced to live in the ghettos? 

• What was the ‘Final Solution’?  
Have we learnt lessons from the past? A case study of 
Rwanda  

KS3 end of year exam  

End of year assessment 
This will include: The First World War and The Holocaust along with questions from the What is History Unit 

Misconceptions will be addressed as part of the end of year assessment review process 
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 Term 2 

Ancient History: 
Were people healthier in 
Ancient Egypt than in Prehistoric 
Britain? 

• Prehistoric Britain: causes, treatments and prevention of 
illness 

• Ancient Egypt: causes, of disease and knowledge of the body 

• Egypt: Treatments and surgery Knowledge test 
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Term 3 

Ancient History 
Focus: Did people get healthier 
over time in the Greek and 
Roman periods? 

• Ancient Greece: Asclepius and the supernatural approach 

• Ancient Greece: The impact of Hippocrates and the Four 
Humours Theory 

• Ancient Rome: Public health in the Roman Empire 

• Ancient Rome: Galen and his impact on medicine 

• The Dark Ages and the fall of medical knowledge 

Exam style question 

  


