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 THE LINK 

Dear parents & carers,  
 
It was lovely to welcome pupils back to school after what 
we hope was a good half term break. On Tuesday, we 
welcomed back the year 11 history pupils who enjoyed a 
superb visit to Berlin, bringing the history to life.  Miss     
Sollars along with ex colleagues Mr Basnett, Mrs Tilson 
and Mrs Mackechnie deserve high praise and special 
thanks for their hard work in making the trip so special 
and successful - thank you to all!  Many parents / carers 
have already shared their gratitude which is much         
appreciated. 
 
I am always proud of our students and this week is no 
exception. Today at 11:00, we held a 2 minute silence in 
remembrance to remember the service and sacrifice of 
all those that have defended our freedoms and protected 
our way of life so that we may live in peace. 
 
For year 11 pupils, we have reached a time of mock      
examinations.  They should therefore be engaging in a 
timetable of revision, utilising the resources and advice 
that their subject teachers have provided.  Attempting 
previous exam papers, using online revision sites and 
working through Seneca Learning examination revision 
are all very worthwhile activities.  Thank you for the    
support that you provide at home for your child therefore 
to ensure that they have a good night's sleep, eat         
breakfast and come equipped for these important        
assessments. 
 
Finally, thank you to parents & carers of pupils in year 8 
Darwin and Jebb classes who attended the first of the 
Progress Evenings ; we hope that you found the            
conversations with class teachers useful.  We look         
forward to welcoming parents and carers of children in 
Owen and Wylie classes for their Progress Evening next 
week, Thursday 16th November 15:40 – 18:40. 
 
With best wishes for a good weekend. 
 
John Parr 
Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 
Thurs 16th Nov - Year 8 Owen and Wylie Progress 

Evening 

Tues 21st Nov - Years 7-11 Nasal Flu Vaccinations  

Fri 17th Nov - Snowdome Trip (Ski Trip Students Only) 

27th Nov - 8th Dec - Year 11 Mock Exams  

14th Dec - Year 10 Geography Fieldwork Trip to       
Birmingham  

15th Dec - 23rd Dec - Ski Trip 

 

When we return after Half 
Term it will be Week B 

Tutor Time Take-away 
This weeks' focus was on Attendance. Please do ask 
your child about the topic and get them to explain to 
you what was discussed. 

 

Pupil Absence Procedure 

Please click here for information regarding reporting a 

pupil absence. Thank you. 

Nasal Flu Vaccinations 

All students will of received a Nasal Flu vaccination 

consent letter this week. Please check your child/ren 

has received one, if they have not please ask your 

child/ren to speak to their tutor or ask at reception. 

All completed forms need to be returned by                                       

Tuesday 14th November. 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/absence-procedure


Head Boy and Girl 

and their Deputies  
 

After a week of reviewing applications and Interviews alongside our school governors, we would like to 

introduce and congratulate our new student leadership team: 

 

Head Girl: Lucy Ockenden 

Head Boy: Freddie Westall 

Deputy Head Girls: Georgia Foster & Rosie Williams 

Deputy Head Boys: Finn Middleton & Joe Buckingham  

 

 



Ski Trip Info 

 

Not long now till we depart for Passo Tonale for the Year 9 Ski trip. 
 
We have our SnowDome trip which departs on Friday 17th November at 3.45pm. This is an opportunity for the 
students to show off their Ski fashion and hone their moves on the slopes. All    students will need to wear 
gloves on the slopes, this is a requirement of the SnowDome so make sure you have them packed in your 
school bag. 
It does get cold on the slope so it is advisable to wear your salopettes and ski jacket also. 
We will be stopping off at a fast food restaurant on the way home so bring some cash also. 
Students will be able to message you with a return time when we leave the snowdome. Please arrive at school 
on time to collect them as it will be a late night. 
 
Also attached is a kit list for the ski trip. A lot of the stores are now starting to stock the ski clothing and there 
are some good deals to have. 
 
 



Monday 27th November - Friday 8th December 



 
We will not be able to loan students equipment in the examination hall as this causes     
significant delays and avoidable disruption. Therefore, if your child does not have the      
required equipment, they must purchase it over the next few weeks, all these items can be 
purchased from the school library.   
  
In the rare circumstances that students are unable to obtain these items of equipment 
they should see a member of the pastoral team or SLT so that we can help them source 
them. Students will also require a compass and protractor for maths exams and colouring 
pencils for geography and DT examinations. All equipment will need to be carried in a clear 
pencil case or plastic bag so that the contents can be clearly seen.   
  
We are mindful that examinations can be stressful occasions, we have been in the same 
situation ourselves and we are keen to do all that we can to help students master their 
nerves. It is important that we all help students to prepare for success by ensuring they are 
getting between 8 to 10 hours of sleep a night, eating a healthy meal, including breakfast, 
and that they take breaks from their revision to exercise and socialise. There is help,       
support and guidance on the school website here covering how to revise, how to deal with 
stress and useful links to documents such as the exam timetable.  
  
Year 11 will have the opportunity to take part in several revision workshops during 
lunchtimes over the next two weeks, which will introduce them to the many different 
methods of revision. The timetable for the Revision@Lunch sessions will be shared with 
Year 11 on Monday. We have been working with Year 11 to trial some of these techniques 
in lessons and they are beginning to identify which methods work best for them. There is a 
Parent and Carers guide to revision on the school website here.  
  
We believe that every Year 11 student can achieve amazing results in the Mock                  
Examinations and the GCSE Examinations in the Summer of 2024, and we will continue to 
do all that we can to support them in doing so.   
 
 
 

  

Good luck Year 
11!  

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/revision
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Parent-Carer%20guide%20to%20effective%20revision.pdf




Church Stretton School Chrome book      
leasing programme   

 
 

  
  

The Chromebook leasing scheme was launched on Friday 10th November, which you will 
have received a letter and flyer about, which explain how the programme works, the        
specification of the Lenovo 300e Chromebook that is available for purchase or lease and  
details of how to order the device. The Lenovo 300e Chromebook’s are ordered through, 
and supplied by, Freedom Tech, which is a technology leasing company that provides       
students with access to the latest devices in a way that is cost effective. Should you have 
any questions about the device or how the purchase/leasing scheme works please contact 

Freedom Tech via email: tech4learners@freedomtech.co.uk or by phone: 02038575632.  
By joining this programme students will have a School ready device exclusively for their 
own use at home, with 3-year extended warranty, accidental damage, and theft insurance, 
both with £0 excess for a one-off payment of £448.65. Orders can be placed using the    

portal at www.tech4learners.co.uk, you can logon by providing your email address, the 
username: CSS23 and password: S3cure02! The portal is open now and the deadline for 
orders will be Saturday 10th December and the first direct debt payment will be taken on 

Sunday 25th December. We would expect delivery of the devices to be in early January.   
Joining the programme is optional, we are simply offering parents/carers the chance to     
purchase a ‘school ready’ device that we know would have all the necessary software        
installed, antivirus protection and security settings to keep students safe. There is no          
financial gain to Church Stretton School from this scheme and we have worked with     
several technology suppliers to negotiate the most favourable price. We understand that this 
cost may not be easily affordable which is why a leasing option is available via monthly 
direct debit payments over a range of payment terms in addition to the option of outright 
purchase, for example 31 monthly payments of £17.02. At the end of the leasing period, 
you will have full ownership of the device. Further details of the programme and the      

payment options available can be found on the portal at www.tech4learners.co.uk.  

mailto:tech4learners@freedomtech.co.uk
http://www.tech4learners.co.uk/
http://www.tech4learners.co.uk/


Please can students collect lunch passes for their PE 

lunch time clubs from the PE office at the start of the 

week. Students can then show this pass to enter the 

queue on first  calling.  

A reminder that students who cannot take part in PE 

should always bring a note and their PE kit to take 

part in other roles. 

Sporting  

News 

Calling all EQUESTRIANS:  

Mrs Juliet Orme, has kindly offered to take on the administration of a Church Stretton Equestrian Team. This involves entering 
competitions as an individual and sometimes as a team to represent the school in NSEA competitions.  
  
In order to take part in NSEA competitions, a school needs to affiliate its riding squad to the NSEA. The school riding squad is 
made up of girls and boys of all ages and equestrian competitions are one of the few activities in which riders compete as 
equals, regardless of their age, sex or the size of their horse. You can find more information here: NSEA - Industry experts & 
providers of inter-school equestrian competitions 
  
If you are interested in the above please email Mrs Orme with the following information: 
  
Parent/Guardian Name: 
Email contact: 
Son/daughter name: 
Son/daughter DOB: 
  
Send to: julietorme@yahoo.co.uk  

KS3 Girls’ rugby development afternoon  

Huge attendance from CSS at Clee Hill Rugby club this Wednesday, Miss Dillon organised a club link opportunity 
along with Alan Hubbleday and Joanne Yapp, the girls were coached on many of the crucial skills needed for rugby 
such as the scrum, kicking, tackling, they were coached by Alan, Jo and 2 other coaches from the club as well as 2 
international ladies CAITY MATTINSON Scottish scrum half and LYDIA THOMPSON England roses’ player on the 
wing.   
  
The afternoon brought the 4 local secondary schools together in the coaching and playing games and after the girls 
had a Q and A session with the international ladies. An amazing afternoon and hopefully some girls will join the 
club! 

 
 

https://www.nsea.org.uk/
https://www.nsea.org.uk/


This Week  

in 

 Photos 

 

  Year 8's cheesecake of 
dreams and Year 9's 
mega mac n' cheese  



Links 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Tracker Sheet 

Links 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Tracker Sheet 

Links 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Tracker Sheet 

curriculum page 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/P1%20Forces.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/P1%201.0%20Forces%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/P1%20Space.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/P1%204.0%20Space%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/P2%20Motion%20and%20Pressure.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/P2%203.0%20Motion%20and%20pressure%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/science


Links 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Tracker Sheet 

• GCSE Bitesize Link 

Links 
• Knowledge Organiser - Radioactivity 
• Knowledge Organiser - Energy and 

Forces 
• Tracker Sheet - Radioactivity 
• Tracker Sheet - Energy and Forces 
• GCSE Bitesize Link 
• GCSE Bitesize Link - Energy and Forces  

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SP2%20Forces%20and%20Motion%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20-%20Triple%20Science%20Physics.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SP2%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgx78mn
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SP6%20Radioactivity%20%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20-%20Triple%20Science%20Physics.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SP6%20Radioactivity%20%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20-%20Triple%20Science%20Physics.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/P7-8%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20-%20Combined%20Science%20Physics_0.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/P7-8%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20-%20Combined%20Science%20Physics_0.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SP6%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/CP7%20&%20CP8%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqvs6yc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9hxjty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgmqk2p








Your child's screen time  

What is it?  

Cyber-flashing is when a stranger sends an explicit picture, uninvited, to your phone via Wi-Fi or Bluetooth. It’s 
sexual harassment. It’s most likely to happen on public transport or in crowded places.  
The file-sharing app AirDrop for iPhone and iPads is most associated with cyberflashing, but there are lots of 
different file-sharing apps out there.  
With AirDrop, it’s easy for anyone to send you images. The automatic preview feature means you also see images 
without opening them.  

3 steps to keep your child safe.  

  

1. Restrict who can send files to your child’s phone  

Most file-sharing apps allow users to restrict who can send files to them by Wi-Fi or Bluetooth. Find out which 
apps your child uses, then make sure your child knows how to use these settings.  
For AirDrop on iPhones:  

Open ‘Control Centre’ (swipe down from the upper-right corner or up from the bottom of the 
screen, depending on the model)  
Press firmly on the network settings card in the upper-left corner. This will open more              
connectivity controls  
Tap and hold the AirDrop icon  
Select ‘Contacts Only’, or ‘Receiving Off’ (to not receive AirDrop requests)  

Or, do this by going to Settings > General > AirDrop.  
Some of the other most popular file-transfer apps include:  

Google Drive  
Dropbox  
Microsoft OneDrive   
AirDroid  
Zapya  

Make sure your child knows to only accept files from people they know.  

2. Turn off Bluetooth when not using it  

Otherwise, it’s easy for strangers nearby to send images to your child’s phone.  
To do this on iPhone, open ‘Control Centre’ (see above), then tap the Bluetooth icon (it looks like a ‘B’). The icon 
dims when it’s off.  
On Android, swipe down from the top (you might need to do this twice or scroll across). Then tap the Bluetooth 
‘B’ icon to turn it off. It’ll be grey when Bluetooth is off.  

3. Make sure your child knows what to do if it happens to them  

If your child doesn’t feel in immediate danger, they should take a screenshot and report the incident to the police 
using the non-emergency numbers:  

If it happens on public transport, text 61016 or call 0800 40 50 40  
If it happens anywhere else, call 101  

If your child feels scared or in immediate danger, they should call 999. They should also move to a safe place – find 
someone in authority to talk to like platform staff, a security guard, or a shop manager.  
 
If it happens in school, your child should talk to the DSL, Mr. Longhurst, Mrs. Quye or a trusted adult immediately.  
  

Sources  
How to use AirDrop on your iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch, Apple  
Use Bluetooth and Wi-Fi in Control Centre, Apple  
What is cyber-flashing?, Ask the Police  
61016: our non-emergency text number, British Transport Police  
 
  

https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT204144#setoptions
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT208086
https://www.askthe.police.uk/content/Q989.htm
http://www.btp.police.uk/61016_text_service1.aspx











